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Scarface screamed in pain. He turned to see “That was the general idea ...” hissed Adder. 
Adder slithering away. “You've killed me!” 
he yelped. 


“I’m not the last of the blue foxes ... I will be 
avenged,” gasped Scarface. He collapsed on 
the bank and drew his last breath. 


le teil ae 99 ce | 
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The White Stag came across Adder. “Adder?” “You are in good humour,” replied the Stag. 
asked Stag. “I was about to sssay no moreno “Scarface’s work?” he asked, looking at what 
lesss ... but that wouldn’t be quite true,” she _ was left of her tail. Adder nodded. “In fact, 
chuckled. I’m on my way to see him,” said the Stag. 


“To talk to him,” said the Stag. “Then save 
continuing my journey?” he said. “Dependsss _yourssself the bother, “ said Adder. 

on whether you wanted just to sssee Scarface, “Sometimes actionsss speak louder than 
or to talk to him,” said Adder. wordsss!” 


“May I ask whether or not it’s worth 


Toad bumped into Adder for the second time Toad leapt up and down, shouting out the 

that day. She told him that she had killed good news for all to hear. “Scarface is dead! 

Scarface. “Yippee!” shouted Toad. Scarface is dead!” “Does Fox know?” asked 
Whistler. “Not yet, mateys!” replied Toad. 


“That’s the best news I’ve heard since we “Nothing’s wrong,” replied Hare, “Scarface is 
came here,” said Hare. He stamped his foot dead!” Mr Rabbit was so shocked by the news, 
on the ground to get the Rabbits’ attention. he started hiccuping. 

“What’s wrong?” asked Rabbit. “Hares only 

stamp their feet when there’s danger around.” 


Squirrel went to tell Weasel the news. Weasel Hare and Rabbit backed up Squirrel’s story. 
screamed with laughter, “Pull the other one— “This calls for a party!” Weasel exclaimed. 
it’s got bells on it!” “But it’s true,” said “Yes, a party,” agreed Measly, “with singing 
Squirrel. and everything!” 


Next week: Reconciled. 


All About... 


66Greetings, from the depths of the ocean. I'm 
Minke (pronounced Mink-ey), a handsome, dark 
grey whale with a smart white stripe across 
<> each flipper. My relatives and | often 
visit the seas round the British Isles. 
[i's quite hard to think of us whales as 
mammals, like Fox or Badger, but we 
are. Like them, we are warm blooded 
and, although we don’t have fur or 
hair, we do have a thick layer of fat 
under our skin to keep us warm. 

We also breathe air using lungs 

and we give birth to fully formed 
babies. Of course, we're superb 
swimmers — we beat our flat tails up 
and down, not sideways like fish, to 
push our bodies through the water, and 
use our flippers to steer and balance. 
We spend our whole lives at sea.99 


I ee an He Vis ne argest V4 lf 


ts al we el ae 
hen it cent Wik konsre TOOTHLESS 
fed fd ‘ v4 ud if 30 There are two main kinds of whale in the 


world: Baleen and Toothed. | belong to 
the Baleen family. We get our name 
from the way we feed: instead of teeth 
we have rows of thin plates made out of 
a flexible material called baleen. These 
hang down from our upper jaw. Each 
plate has a thick fringe of thread-like 
filaments that acts like a sieve when we 
take a large gulp of water. When | close 
my mouth, | push the water through the 
baleen plates and out of the side of my 
mouth with my tongue. The plankton 
and small fish in the water get trapped 
by the fringe and then | swallow them. 


WHALE CHECK 
Various different kinds of whales have been 
spotted off the coasts of Britain and Ireland 
and, once in a while, a whale swims too close 
to the shore, or up a river, and becomes 
stranded. If you are lucky enough to spot a 
whale, its shape, size and movements will 
help you to identify it. 


it you get a good view of the horizontal tail 
flukes (end pieces) of a whale, it may well be a 
Humpback, right or sperm whale. They raise 
them right out of the water before diving down. 
Minke whales rarely show their tails. 


da huge, bulging head is the sign of a sperm 
whale. It dives down almost in a straight line 
and so often reappears in exactly the same 
spot where it disappeared. It can grow up to 
20m long. 


<q If you see a group of up to 20 black whales 
swimming together, their pointed dorsal fins 
sticking out of the water, it is probably a 
school of migrating Pilot whales. They grow 
to nearly 9m long. . 


Can you see the ridges 
under my throat? These 
help me to make my 
mouth bigger so that | 
can take huge gulps of 
water when I’m feeding. 


All About... 


Whale families 


é6We Baleen whales make long 
journeys through the world’s oceans to 
find food. Some of us move north in 
spring to find large supplies of plankton 
and small fish; those that live in the 
southern part of the world move further 
south during their spring for the same 
reason. We eat as much as we can and 
when we return to the warmer waters 
near the Equator, we mostly live off our 
fat and do not feed for several months. 
This is where we give birth, too, usually 
every two years or so.99 


All whales have to come to the surface for air. We 
breathe out the stale air through blowholes on the top 
of our head - we Baleens have two, the Toothed 
whales have just one. The moisture in our warm breath 
turns to drops of water when it hits the cooler air and 
so you can see a jet of water as we breathe out. 
Sperm whales can dive deeper than any other whale 

- one male was found 1200m down, tangled in a 
submarine cable. There is an organ inside its head that 
is filled with oil. When it dives, the oil becomes solid 
and is called wax. This is heavier than the oil and so 
helps it to descend quickly. When it starts to swim up 
again, the wax changes back to oil. Sperm whales 
often have scars on their heads, which naturalists 
think are caused by battles with deep-sea squid. 


WHO’S WHO 

There are three main types of Baleen whale: 
Right whales, Rorquals and the Californian grey. 
Minke, Blue, Humpback, Sei, Fin and Bryde’s are 
all Rorquals. 

Most kinds of whales belong to the Toothed 
whale family. They have teeth, instead of baleen 
plates, and hunt other sea creatures such as fish, 
squid and crustaceans. Most of them find their 
prey using echo location. They send out clicking 
sounds, which bounce off objects in the sea. The 
whales can then interpret the signals that bounce 
back in their direction. Sperm, Killer, Pilot, beaked, 
Beluga whales, Narwhals, dolphins and porpoises 
are all Toothed whales. 


> Killer whales, which have the tallest dorsal fin of 
all whales, hunt in a pack, circling seals, porpoises 
and large fish so that they cannot escape. However, 
they have never been known to attack humans. 


PROTECT OR HUNT? 

Humans have hunted whales for. 

hundreds of years, using their carcasses for 
meat, blubber, whalebone, skins and to:make 
cosmetics and lubricants. In the 1800s, the 
explosive harpoon was invented and attached 'to 
steamships. Huge numbers of whales were killed 
using them, especially Blues, Fins and 
Humpbacks. 

In 1946 the International Whaling Commission 
was Set up to protect whales. In 1985 they 
managed to ban the killing of whales all round'the 
world for at least five years. Some countries are 
now arguing that there are plenty of certain kinds 
of whales, such as Minkes, and that they should 
be allowed to hunt them. Conservationists 
disagree and say that no whales should be killed. 
The IWC has recently agreed that a huge area of 
the Southern Ocean should become a whale 
sanctuary. 

If you want to find out more about whales write 
to WWF UK, Panda House, Weyside Park, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XR. 


Weasel’s Easel 


= Milk of g female 
Perm Whale jg the 
Tichest mifp in the 
animal kingdom, 
Sperm whale Calves 
Put on over 3kg of 
Weight per day. 


We keep in touch during our long migrations by low 
frequency sounds, which can travel huge distances 
through the water. Humpbacks, in particular, make 
a rich ‘song’ of moans, squeaks, hums and 
whistles, which can last up to 30 minutes and can 
change from one year to the next. 


We've got a good attempt at a 
crossword this week. Keep trying with 
these. The clues seem to be the easy 
part — it's getting the answers to link 
up that's difficult! 

Joan 


Rebecca Morgan, aged 5 Debra 


THIS IS AN EXTRACT FROM A POEM BY 
HALEY GENDALL, AGED 8 

Scarface — horrible, mean and scary, 

The Voles, Fieldmice and Shrews have to 


be wary, [ 
Once Scarface was looking for food, 


And he met Owl and was very rude, 

He tried to pounce on hy 's cub, 

He wanted one for his grub, 

All Scarface wants is lots of fighting ; 
Scarface is mean and as quick as lightning. 


ROBYN MISSIN SENT IN THIS TRICKY CROSSWORD 


Across ? 
1 Small rodent 

4 Very spiky 

8 Likes water 

9 Hesrw (anagram) 
10 Lady fox 

Down 

Cunning 

Likes digging 

Like a small fish 
Thinks she’s grand 
Loves to sing 
Wise 
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What did the dog $4 
when he s2t © 


fl gandpae™? 


jusnod 


Ludlow, aged 12 


Patient: Doctor, doctor, 
got 59 seconde to live! 
Doctor: Wait 2 minute please, 


Helen Brown, aged 11 


Ive only 


Jayne Stokes 


DAISY BINKS HAD 
THIS LOVELY CAKE 
MADE FOR HER 8TH 
BIRTHDAY PARTY 


\ jy 
: he. ff 
pe vA Andrew Wills, 
' aged 11 


OUT THESE RIDDLES, 


you WORK 
oy BILL DUNKERLEY, AGED 8? 


silly one of the crew, 
YS, Bu there are ee too, 
t like i en : 
animals don't like it whe 
ped \ like to sing at everything. 
Who am |? 
d, 
1am a bossy old bird, 
Abii should listen to my aay word, 
When they tell me to shut na find, 
That really they are being kind. 


Who am |? 


Toad is green, 

Adder is mean, - 

Shrews are sly, 

Kestrel flies high, 

Badger is old, 

Fox is bold, 

Squirrels climb trees, 

Weasel is a tease, 

Owl is wise, 

Mole always cries, 

These are the Farthing Wood 
friends, 

And this is where the poem ends. 


Thomas Sage, aged 9 


Teacher: That's a pretty little 
pet. What do you call him? 
Boy: Tiny. 

Teacher: Why? 


Boy: Because he's my newt. 
Alex Girdler, aged 9 
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Emma Dodd, aged 7 


Tom Gartrell, aged 8 


Don't forget to put 

our name, age an 
oliess on the back of 
anything you send in. 


o¢ keel This isused autem 
isa perfect hunting ground for birds of-pI eYy like 
me. It was on¢e a busy place, full ofmachines, . 
dust and noise. But when humans ‘stopped . 
digging out the rock, nature took over, ‘creating a 
haven for wildlife. The quarry floor.is Govered 
with a carpet of wild flowers, which attract 
butterflies, insects and small mammals. The 
craggy rockface makes a perfect roosting place 
for birds and bats. And there is always plenty to 
~. drink}! beeause water gets trapped on the rocky 


a f ind soon gropes. i into pools. 99 
. bison Seiiese! how many 


newts can you spot round the pool? 


You should be able to pick out. four 
newts in and around the water. 


Stock doves nest in holes in the 
rocky walls of the quarry. They 
lay two pure white, glossy eggs 
between March and July. The 
parents take it in turn to incubate 
the eggs, and chicks hatch out 
16-18 days later. 


Bird’s foot trefoil is also called ‘eggs 
and bacon’ because its yellow flowers 
are often streaked with red. You will 
see Dingy skipper and Common blue 
butterflies fluttering round it, as this is 
where they lay their eggs. 


Each flower of the Bee 
orchid looks as if it has 
a Bumble bee resting on 
it. The ‘bee’ is really just 
a part of the flower, B 
which attracts real Page 
bees to the plant. When 
the bee flies away, it 
carries off pollen stuck to 
its body, which will 
pollinate other plants. 


Horseshoe bats roost in 
cracks in quarry walls. They rest 
by hanging upside down and 
gripping with their toes. The 
horseshoe-shaped fold of skin round 
their nostrils gives them their name. 


Wild strawberry’s pretty white flowers appear 
between April and July. The flowers are followed 
by delicious fruits, which are smaller 

but sweeter than garden strawberries. 


Dragonflies are high-speed fliers that dart 
out from a waterside perch to catch insects 
as they fly by. Their four large wings and 
colourful bodies look very impressive, with 
the wingspan being up to 10cm across. 


Common newts are quite 
happy on land as long as the 
place is nice and damp. It’s 
only at mating time in spring 
and summer that they spend 
most of their time in water. The 
female lays about 300 eggs, 


~ hoe which hatch into tadpoles 
about two weeks later. ( 
: \ 


it 


¢ 


BUTTERFLY MAGIC ~ 


There are many beautiful butterflies to be seen in Britain, 
but some of them are becoming very rare. They can be 
killed by crop sprays, or by humans taking over more and 
more of their habitats. It’s too late for 
some species, but there are plenty more 
that still need your protection. 


Going, going, 
not quite gone. 
PURPLE EMPEROR BUTTERFLY LONG-TAILED BLUE 


If you’re in an oak wood in central, This blue beauty is very rare 
southern England — and you’re very _ in Britain. If you want to see 
lucky - you might spot the Lampides boeticus in your 
rare and richly garden, try planting some 

coloured gorse, garden peas or lupins. 
Apatura iris. 


Discovering Natire®. 


HOW TO HELP 
If you’re interested in 
helping to protect 
endangered butterflies, 
you can join the British 
Butterfly Conservation 
Society. Write to: BBCS, 
Tudor House, Quom, 
Loughborough, Leics 
LE12 8AD for more 
information. 


CHEQUERED SKIPPER 
Since the 1940s, British 
Carterocephalus palaemon 
has been found only in 
Scotland. It used to live in 
England, too. 


SWALLOWTAIL 
At one time, adult 
Papilio machaon 
butterflies were seen in 
most parts of southern 
Britain. Now the only wild 
specimens are in Norfolk, 
where they are protected in 
nature reserves. 


LARGE BLUE 

This gorgeous specimen 
(Maculinea arion) became 
extinct in Britain, but has 
recently been reintroduced 
into south west England 
from mainland Europe. 


BUTTERFLY GARDEN 


Have you got a patch of garden or wasteland that you 
could turn into a butterfly haven like this one? 

Don’t use chemical fertilizers or pesticides, as these 
will kill the caterpillars and the butterflies. Nature has 
its own pesticides — like toads to eat slugs and 
ladybirds to eat greenflies. If you are 
really troubled by pests, make a weak 
solution of washing-up liquid and 
spray it on the affected plants. 


lavender 


Put out pieces of 
fruit from time to 
time - butterflies and 
moths like to drink 
the juice. But don’t 
leave them lying 
around for too long, 
or you'll attract ants. 


= ee aaMehacimas 
Honesty daisies 


PIN PICTURE 


base and sides. 


really special wrapping paper. 


You will need: a few empty cotton 
reels, glue, orange peel, brown paper cut 
into sheets, poster paints, old saucers. 


Cut out two or three butterfly 
shapes from some orange peel. 
They should be small enough to fit 
on the enc of a cotton reel. 


1 Take a cork tile or a piece of thick (at least 
tcm) cardboard about 30 x 30cm. Cut a 
piece of material large enough to cover the 


@ Work out a simple butterfly design on a 
piece of paper. Follow this to stick map pins 

into the base. Use as many pins as you like, but 
keep them roughly the same distance apart. 


BUTTERFLY PAPER 


Design your own printing block to make 


Weave wool or string round pins to make a 
3D butterfly to hang in your room. 


2 Dot glue over the top of 
the base and stick the 
material to it. Smooth the 
material down with your hand 
so there are no bubbles. 


2 Glue the butterfly to the end 
of the cotton reel and leave 
until it's firmly fixed. 


You will need: 
cork tile or thick cardboard, material, paper, pencil, 
map pins, glue, scissors, different colour wools. 


§ Tie the end of some wool to 
one of the pins. Wind the wool 

round the pins to fill in the outline. wound on enough wool, tie it 
Use different colours to make a 
brightly coloured butterfly. 


Squirrel says 
Test-print your first 
few butterflies on 
scrap paper. 


wing 


740 


3 Fold the 
material over the 
edges and pull 
tight. Glue the 
ends down. 


ot i . 
é When you think you've ~ 


off round the pins. Cut off the 
wool close to the knot. 


a a butterfly’ 's wings are 
i images). 


Kt ey sor re thick paper 
& som e paints. Fold 
the | paper in half and 
then open it out 
agair 


Dab paint on one side of the crease and 
fold the paper again, smoothing it 
down with you hand. When 
you open the paper 
up, you'll have 
a pattern that 


3 Mix up some different colour poster 
paints in old saucers — as many as you 
have butterfly shapes. Keep the paint 
quite thick. Dip a butterfly block into one 
of the paints and print on your paper. 


FLAPPING 


So 


BUTTERFLY 


Hang this flapper on the corner of a shelf. 


body You will need: 
tracing paper, thin card, craft knife, 
pencil, felt tips, clear sticky tape, pair 
of compasses, strong thread, scissors, 
two coins. 


t 


Trace round the three templates 


(including the markings on them) on 
to thin card and cut them out. Turn 
the wing over, draw round it on the 
card and cut a second wing out. 


a Make a hole in 
the body at D and 
thread a pipe 


cleaner through for 


antennae. 


Weasel’s Easel 


The bright colours 
on a butterfly’e 
wings warn 

Predators that jt 
tastes horrid and 
may even 


@ poisonous, 


2 Decorate the 
wings and the body. 
Hinge the wings to the 
body using clear sticky tape, as shown. 
With the wings folded, make holes at A 
and C using compasses. 


3 Make a hole at each end of 
the strip of card, where shown. 

Cut two lengths of strong 
thread, each about 25cm long. Tie a knot 


in the end of one length. Thread it up through 
hole A, through B and down through GC. Tie a 
not as close to the other end as possible. Do the 


same with the other wing. 


(a 


§ You can make the 
wings flap by gently 
touching the body 
You may need to 
improve the flapping 
by sticking a 1p or 2p 
piece to each wing 
with sticky tape 
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(es oe 4) 
” As Shrew watched, another animal 
came along. It was Squirrel and he 
hadn’t noticed the bees. Before 
Shrew could warn him, he’d got 

too near the hive. 

There was an angry buzz — and 
Squirrel turned tail and ran off as fast 
as he could. Fortunately for Squirrel, 
the bees decided not to follow. 

“That’s lucky,” thought Shrew. 
“Squirrel could have been badly 
stung if they’d been really angry.” 


The day was warm and sunny. As Shrew scuttled 
around enjoying the warmth, he heard a loud 
humming sound. Curious, he looked round a 
hedge — and saw a large bees’ nest. The bees 
were very busy, buzzing in and out of their home. 
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Which two bees are identical? 


HONEYCOMB Each answer has six letters and is always 
Can you fill in the honeycomb? Answer each written in the direction of the arrow. The first 
clue by filling in the spaces round its number. answer has been done for you. 


Clues 
1 Where the king and queen live. 
2 Fuel for a car. 

3 Another word for “alone”. 

4 A stinging plant. 

5 Lovely to look at. 

6 A poor person. 

7 A public procession through the 
streets. 

8 Another name for a painter. 

9 Something you know and don’t tell. 
10 A shirt has this round the neck. 
11 What type of animal are whales, 
monkeys and humans? 
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BEE MAD 
Can you find the right 
answers to the 
questions? 
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| BEE CLEVER =. wm °* JOM 
Find the answer by putting down the first letter = 2. LD, 3 BEE 6 AME 
caramel aiaiaaia Da ie \ \ This is a game you can play on your own 
yey == Io (( & ss Place a counter (bee) on each hexagonal space 
05 in the hive except the top one. The idea is to 


empty the hive. You can only move by jumping 
over another bee. The bee that has been 
jumped over can be removed from the hive, so 
can the bee that has reached the top hexagon. 
Can you empty the hive? 

NB If you don’t have enough counters, 

make your own, Cut small squares from thin 
card and draw a bee on each one. 
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